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Students and staff in fundraising effort for
Sport Relief
Students and staff from Manchester Academy were out in force on 9 March to
support two cyclists as they attempted to complete a mammoth bike ride in aid of
Sport Relief.
They teamed up to support United Learning’s RideABC challenge, along with
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Stockport Academy, William Hulme’s Grammar School and Salford City Academy.
Our Sport Relief activities linked directly to the gruelling
week-long task set by United Learning’s Head of Sport Shaun
Dowling and Educational Technologist Bruce Wilson, who
cycled 600 miles to raise a target of £40,000 for Sport Relief
and United Learning’s SITUPS project.
The pair visited 25 United Learning schools on the way,
travelling from Ashford to Bournemouth to Carlisle.
When they arrived at Manchester Academy, they were joined by Head of PE Steve Smith and Rachel
Clayden, Head of PE at William Hulme’s Grammar School, who cycled with them on the next leg of their
bike ride to Lytham, a distance of 140 miles. Steve Smith also
continued cycling from Lytham to Southport to complete a

further 42 miles for Sports Relief.
Lending their support, a total of 600 students from Manchester Academy and William Hulme’s Grammar School each ran a
mile during lessons. Whilst Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Mr Marsh ran a marathon on a treadmill in the school
canteen, which he started at 9.30am and finished by 1pm.
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Welcome from
Acting Principal,
Miss Owen
As we come to the end of the Spring term, I would like to thank the staff and students for their hard

work, dedication and brilliant achievements since the start of the year.
It has been a very busy time, with students from all years getting involved in a range of enrichment
activities outside school, which are a very important part of shaping students’ full potential, and
developing education with character.
We’ve had several school trips this term, including the Danger Tree exhibition at Manchester Central
Library and the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool, as well as Ghyll Head in the Lake District.
Our partnerships with local community groups and organisations continue to strengthen, helping our
students develop as well rounded individuals. This term, our Year 10 girls have completed an 18 week
leadership programme, ‘Fearless Futures’, and have since taken on mentoring positions within school.
Several hospitality events have been held in school, where staff had the chance to sample students’
cooking skills, with Mexican, Caribbean and afternoon tea events. All of these events were a great
success, with students working really well together as a team.
We’ve also fully embraced World Book Day, with staff getting dressed up as a range of literary characters
and I’m delighted with the effort everybody made with fundraising £263 for Sport Relief.
I am extremely proud to see the fantastic learning environment we have here and the dedication from
our staff to encourage our students’ highest aspirations.
Here at Manchester Academy, we are committed to bringing out ‘The Best in Everyone’, encouraging all
of our students to fulfil their potential. With GCSE exams coming up this Summer term, I wish all our Year
11’s all the best and I hope all your hard work pays off with some great results.

I wish you all a successful Summer term.
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Year 9 students experience Danger Tree exhibition
Our Year 9 History students had a
fascinating morning at Manchester Central
Library at The Danger Tree exhibition.
The exhibition is an augmented reality
experience about WWI, where oil paintings
are brought to life using i-pads. Students
were also lucky to meet one of the artists,
Marc Marot, afterwards.
Ajay Singh thought it was very interesting
and he said it made him feel what it would
have been like to be a soldier.
El Mehdi Hussain Baiad said: “The way the
i-pads brought the paintings to life was very clever and it’s helped me understand more of what we’ve
been learning in class.”

Year 10 girls complete ‘Fearless Futures’ programme
Congratulations to our Year 10 girls who have completed an
18 week leadership programme, 'Fearless Futures'.
The girls learnt about world issues, from equality to education, and helped to spread confidence and raise aspirations
amongst the 80 other girls who took part in the workshops.
Those involved have taken on mentoring positions within the
school, helping other girls achieve their potential.
Miss Holt, Head of Year 10, said: “I'm very proud of the girls
and the manner in which they have conducted themselves
during the programme.”

Year 8 transition students get insight into the slave trade
Our Year 8 Transition students had an interesting insight
into the slave trade at the International Slavery Museum
in Liverpool.
During their visit, they discovered more about the history
of the Transatlantic Slave Trade, contemporary slavery and
human rights.
Miss Hancock, Acting Transition Curriculum Area Manager,
said the museum’s tour guide Danny made them feel very
welcome and spent time showing them around.
“He taught the students lots of interesting facts about the
Transatlantic Slave Trade and about the suffering many
enslaved Africans had to go through. The students also learnt that sadly,
slavery still exists today in modern society.
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ASD students learn skateboarding skills
Students from our ASD provision have been learning skateboarding, thanks
to Manchester-based company ProjektsMCR, which is based under the
Mancunian Way flyover.
They have been learning basic balancing skills, how to ride on the skateboard and how to do turns and tricks.
Each week they have been building on their knowledge and experience,
eventually learning more technical and advanced skills.
ASD Specialist Mr Nnadede explained the 13 week programme aims to
encourage social interaction between students from our ASD provision, to
improve their socialising and interacting skills .

Year 11 students learn first aid skills in ASDAN course
Our Year 11 students learnt how to dress a wound in a
first aid class led by Mr Johnston from Manchester City
in the Community, as part of their Level 2 ASDAN
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness course.
Mwamba Lesa and Afshan Basharat practised on each
other and they also learnt how to deal with a heart
attack victim.
Mwamba said: “I’m really enjoying the course. It
teaches you basic life skills, first aid, fitness, teamwork
and communication.”
The ASDAN course covers 13 modules.

Year 8 students learn about world of banking
Our Year 8 students enjoyed learning about teamwork and
money skills in the world of banking, when they took part in a
fun interactive workshop.
The workshop was hosted by mentoring charity ReachOut UK
and the Bank of New York (BNY) Mellon. Students were split
into three teams and given a challenge of trading stocks and
shares from different companies to try to make the most
money.
Rhys Spencer, Senior Derivative Client Service Associate, and
Annie Mbako, Client Liaison Senior Analyst at BNY Mellon, led
the session. They talked to the students about stock trading,
how finance works and how maths can be applied to solve
problems.
The students were then given information about different
companies and had to choose which to invest in and which to
sell. Mr Spencer said they did very well and it was good to see
them getting so competitive with each other.
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Caribbean Carnival!
Year 11 Food Technology students brought a
Caribbean flavour to Manchester Academy, when
they set up a makeshift restaurant, complete with
a steel band.
The lunchtime event was staged for staff to sample
the students’ cooking skills, after they had spent a
busy morning preparing a selection of Caribbeaninspired food for their GCSE exam.
Salwa Abucar, Josh Emmanuel Hitchman, Liban
Isse, Suha Iqbal, Sara Moda, Seineb Musa and
Abdalla Omar all took part in the exam, which was
led by Mrs McMullen, Interim Vice Principal and
Ms Hawthorne, Food Technology Technician.
Josh Emmanuel Hitchman was Head Chef for the
event, with Suha Iqbal taking the role of Sous Chef.
They worked hard preparing meat and vegetable
patties, prawn and sweetcorn soup, sweet potatoes, beef hash, chicken coconut curry and sweet
potato red onion feta sunshine tart.
This was followed by a choice of desserts – banana
cake, rum cake, potato pudding and cup cakes.

‘Royal’ guests welcomed for afternoon tea event
Year 10 Hospitality students served up an afternoon
tea event in March, for a selection of ‘royal’ visitors
who were special guests at Manchester Academy.
The lunchtime event was staged for staff to sample
the students’ cooking skills, after they had spent a
busy morning preparing a selection of sandwiches,
cakes and scones for their BTEC hospitality coursework.
A total of 22 students took part in the exam, which
was led by Ms McMullen, Interim Vice Principal, and
Ms Hawthorne, Food Technology Technician.

They worked hard all morning preparing a range of sandwiches including egg and cress, coronation
chicken, smoked salmon and cream cheese, cream cheese and cucumber and caramelised onion and feta
cheese tartlet.
This was followed by a choice of cakes – coffee and walnut cake, chocolate cup cakes and summer fruit
tartlets. There were also Devon, cherry and sultana scones served with fresh cream and jam and
traditional Victoria sponge cakes with strawberry jam and buttercream.
A selection of drinks were also available including tea, coffee, iced tea, sparkling or still water and orange
or blackcurrant.
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School staff get in the spirit of World Book Day
Our Senior Leadership Team got into the spirit of World Book Day on Thursday March 1st, whilst many
other staff members were spotted around school dressed up as famous literary characters.

We were also delighted to welcome author
Non Pratt, who took
Year 9 students
through character
and dialogue workshops.

Kev F Sutherland,
who is a comic writer
and artist for The
Beano, Marvel and
Doctor Who, also
joined us for a comic
book workshop with
Year 8 students.

Pictured are our PE
department (top
left) as the family
from Matilda, Ms
George as Bellatrix
Lestrange and Ms
Titterington
as
Snow White (top
right), Ms Burkinshaw as the rabbit
from Alice in Wonderland (bottom
left) and Ms Henderson
(bottom
right), as Maleficent.
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Former Manchester Academy pupil Miss Gayle returned
to school to teach, and is now ready to lead expedition
Learning Support Assistant Miss Gayle
has gone from strength to strength
since leaving Manchester Academy as a
student in 2010.
She went on to Manchester University,
where she graduated with a degree in
Psychology . She even returned to
school in her third year to help
complete her dissertation, which was
based on the quality of life in young adults. After graduating, she did some work experience and some
volunteering, then she jumped at the chance when a vacancy came up at Manchester Academy.
“At first it was weird being back at school , with everybody calling me by my second name. But after six
months I felt a lot more established and now I really love it. I have good relationships with both staff and
students and I’m enjoying my first full-time job in the S.E.N. department at Manchester Academy.”
Miss Gayle took part in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme when she was a student in Year 10, and is now

looking forward to completing her bronze level by leading a school expedition to the Peak District in April.

Spring Term Photo Competition
We had a host of local primary schools visit us this term for a number
of Transition Days, where they learnt a lot about life in our school.
They took part in many activities while they were here including a
Science class, T-shirt printing, a healthy eating and relaxation session,
plus badge making .
If you spot your child, email:
rachel.pinder@manchester-academy.org
to win a prize!
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School choir hits right notes at M.E.N. Arena concert
Students from Years 7-11 had an amazing time taking part in a huge school choir concert at the
M.E.N. Arena on January 25.
A total of 18 students rehearsed on
Tuesdays after school for the
concert, which involved schools
from across Manchester.
It was organised by a company
called Young Voices who stage the
largest children’s choir concert in
the world.
The students had 17 songs to learn
and they have also been rehearsing
dance moves, with Bronwyn Bull in
Year 9 helping to choreograph
their performance.

Mexican Fiesta comes to Manchester Academy
Year 11 Food Technology students brought a slice of Latin America to school when they set up a
makeshift Mexican restaurant this term.
The lunchtime event was staged for staff to sample their cooking skills, after they had spent a busy
morning preparing a range of delicacies for their GCSE Hospitality exam.
Najma Abdullahi, Iman Achaiba, Sidra Ahmed, Daud Butt, Mwamba Lesa, Madina Hussein Abdi, Roxana
Stanescu and Lameer Al-Fifi all took part in the exam, which was led by Mrs McMullen, Interim Vice Principal and Ms Hawthorne, Food Technology Technician.
Iman Achaiba was Team Leader and Head Chef for the event, with Daud Butt taking the role of Sous Chef.
They spent a busy morning making chicken
and vegetable quesadillas, prawn empanadas, corn on the cob, chilli con carne and
rice, chicken and vegetable tacos, along
with a selection of desserts – chocolate
chilli cake, walnut cake, plum and fragipane
filo pastry and coffee crunch cake.
Staff including Executive Head teacher
Frank McCarron were invited to come along
to the ‘Juan Direction Restaurant’ to eat a
three course lunch.
Two of our Hospitality students have
secured apprenticeships with the Midland
Hotel in Manchester. Aaron Edwards has
started as a trainee chef and Carlos LarraAdda will be offered a place once he completes his placement after May half term. Manchester Academy
has worked with the Get A Life Charity and The Midland Hotel to secure these places. Students have
worked some of the Easter holiday as part of their journey to apprenticeship.
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Close encounters with rainforest creatures!
Year 8 Humanities students got up close with a variety of
creatures who live in the rainforest, with everyone getting a
chance to handle or look at a snake, tarantula, frog,
millipede, tortoise and a gecko.
Andrew Grantham from Animals In-Tuition brought in the
animals and talked about their rainforest habitat in Mr
Turner’s class.
Students passed round the creatures during the class.
They also had chance to ask questions and have discussions
about the way they have adapted to survive in their environment.
Students met Tom, a Vietnamese tree frog from South East
Asia; Marge, the giant African millipede; Scooby Doo, a
Crested Gecko from New Caledonia; Spinderella, a Chaco
Golden Knee tarantula from South America; Esio Trot, a red
footed tortoise from South America and Mr Tickle, a Royal
Python from Africa.
Kaitlin Daniels held the Crested Gecko which tried to climb
up her arm.
She said the class had been a lot of fun and she had learnt a
lot.

St Mary’s Primary pupils enjoy football training
Pupils at St Mary’s Primary School in Moss Side have been really enjoying a weekly football training
session with Mr Ross from the Manchester United Foundation.
He has been helped by four of our Year 9 students: Mohammed Suldan, Abdullahi Ahmed, Davies
Yeboah and Shayaan Zia.
Mr Mundell, Higher Learning Teaching Assistant at St Mary’s Primary School, explained that their Year
5 group are very sporty and love physical activities.
“They absolutely love it and they really look forward
to it every week. It’s been fantastic to see it building
pupil’s self-esteem and watching them mixing in with
the rest of the group, which really benefits us as staff.
Mr Ross delivers sport in a really professional way,
and our youngsters have also enjoyed learning about
healthy eating.”
Year 9 student Mohammed Suldan explained that he
really looks forward to coaching the primary school
pupils:
“I love getting involved with activities and working
with the children is great . It’s good to see them
improving their skills and having fun.”
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Hilal Khan spends season as ball boy at Man Utd.
Year 10 student Hilal Khan
has learnt a lot since he was
selected to be a ball boy this
season at Manchester
United.
As well as watching his
heroes on the pitch, he’s also
developed lots of new skills
during his time at Old
Trafford.
How old were you when you first started playing football?
I was 8 when I first started playing football at the Man Utd Foundation Street Reds session in Old
Trafford.
What do you love about being a ball boy at Man Utd?
I enjoy it. It’s fun, we get to see and speak to the players. It’s a nice view as well sitting on the edge of
the pitch.
What do you want to do when you leave school?
I would like to do something related to sports, maybe Sports Science or Psychology.
Who is your greatest footballing inspiration?
Watching United is my greatest inspiration. When you are there you see how passionate the fans are,
it’s better than on TV. I like the way the players keep their nerve and they deal with pressure. Then
when they score they let everything out, it’s inspirational.
What’s have you learnt about being a ball boy?
Being a ball boy has helped me with time keeping. At the start I came late on a few occasions, then I
realised it is similar to a job and so I realised time was important. I am now on time all of the time.
I have also developed my communication skills and confidence.
When I first met the other ball assistants I was quiet but now I speak to them all.
In Champions League matches we have a multi-ball system where we have a ball each. If the ball goes
out only one can come back onto the pitch, so we have to communicate between us to make sure this
doesn't happen. It also makes me use my initiative.
For example, during the last game the order we were sitting in was wrong so I had to think fast and
switch our positions.
What’s the best thing that’s happened to you since being a ball boy?
In the last match I shook hands with Alexis Sanchez and was given a hat by Ander Herrera.
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Term Dates
First Day of Summer Term

Monday 16th April (Staff Training Day)

INSET Day 4

Monday 16th April

First Day of Summer Term

Tuesday 17th April

May Day Bank Holiday

Monday 7th May

School Closes

Friday 25th May

Summer Half Term Holiday

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June

Return to School

Monday 4th June

INSET Day 5

Friday 15th June

School closes for Summer

Friday 20th July

Summer Holiday

Monday 23rd July to Friday 31st August
2018/19 TERM DATES

INSET Day 1

Monday 3rd September (All staff in school)

INSET Day 2

Tuesday 4th September (All staff in school)

First Day of Term

Wednesday 5th September (Students first day back)

School Closes

Friday 19th October
Public Holidays 2018/2019
Good Friday: Friday 30th March
Easter Monday: Monday 2nd April
May Day: Monday 7th May
Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 28th May
Christmas Day: 25th December
Boxing Day: 26th December
New Year’s Day: 1st January 2019
Staff Training (INSET) Days
When Students Are Not In School
Monday 16th April 2018
Friday 15th June 2018
Monday 3rd September 2018
Tuesday 4th September 2018
Friday 30th November 2018
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Student Testimonials
"I like Manchester Academy because everyone here is very close
and people always make sure you’re okay. As for subjects, they are
fun. The Music, Art and Drama teachers are great and we
always do new things in lessons." Molly Hopkins, Year 11 student.
“I like Manchester Academy because our teachers encourage and
inspire us to learn and never give up, so we can get the highest
grades possible.” Mobasher Benotman, Year 8 student.
“I like Manchester Academy because the teachers are very helpful
and support you consistently.” Abdullah Alzawam, Year 10 student.

Contact us
Post: Moss Lane East, Moss Side, Manchester, M14 4PX
Telephone: 0161 232 1639
Email: office@manchester-academy.org
Twitter: @McrAcademy

