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Creative arts nurture
talent, encourage effort
and empower students

“The specialist areas of creative arts make a significant impact in improving  Jei5ee
outcomes for the students.” Ofsted 2009 20082009

Welcome to our latest newsletter, which we hope will give you an

{ e i ' insight into the many creative and artistically talented students
|n8|de th|S ISSUe read' we are lucky to have here at Manchester Academy.

We believe that a comprehensive arts experience fosters

W Who has been FEPING Oul creative and critical thinking, empowers all students to enrich

students to get creative their understanding of themselves and the world, and to
embrace the extraordinary potential of the arts for
B Which artistic ideas have been communication, creativity and celebration.

stealing the spotlight

With best wishes for peace and love in the New Year from all of
us at Manchester Academy,

B Where students have been going
to showcase their work ‘ﬁ#—’
Kathy August

Deputy Chief Executive for United Learning Trust
and Manchester Academy



Moss Side Stories is a joint
multimedia project with Manchester
Metropolitan University (MMU) that
has enabled our students to explore
their own life stories in the form of
poetry, prose, painting and video agy
In our school, where over sixty three
languages are spoken and where
students have amrived here from every
continent, the stories are memorable,
moving and inspirational. Some are
melancholy, some funny, some in
verse, some conversational. All are

unique

Many of the storytellers describe
the extraordinary journeysghat
brought them to MancheSter:
journeys in search of a better
fultiréjoucneys from countries
beset by war, journeys filled with
sadness, fear, joy and hope.
Many students, of course, have
longstanding links to Moss Side and
they too have inspiring and often
moving stories to teli about their lives,
their families and their

communities.

Led'by DrLinnie Blake,

Programime Leader for English

at MMU, some seventy students
spent a day at the university

where they split into groups to

work with university staff and students
10 explore their own créativity through
a series of workshops including film
production with Blue Robot Films.

Over the seven months of the project,
students haveenefited fram the
expertise of university staff and
students, whiist MMU students have
been able to gain vital work

Art imitates life at Manchester Academy!
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Set in the fictional Moss High School,
this musical reproduced the true story
of Manchester Academy and was a
real celebration of just how far the
academy, which was recently graded
outstanding by Ofsted has come
since it opened in 2004

The musical started off six years ago
(the very time Manchester Academy
took over a school that was at the
bottom of all performance tables) with
a rendition of Pink Floyd's 'Another
Brick in the Wall'. The feeling of
hopelessness and disaffection was
palpable. Just as palpable, however
was the determination of the Head
Teacher played by Menka Hibbert, a
Year 11 student who strutted on to

the stage to deliver the exact same
words that our very own Mrs August
used six years ago: ‘No excuses!'

Menka said “Playing this part has
been amazing. It's an honour to be
cast in a part that so rightly sums up
our own Principal, Mrs August. She
has made this school what it is just
like my character Mrs Wilson does in
Moss High

Musical."

The play, written and directed by the
talented Mrs Langley told how one
girl's dream and one woman's deter-
mination to make it happen, inspired a
whole school to work together to
achieve their dreams

experience as they become more a
part oftheirlogalicommunity. Most
importantly the project enabled all
involved 1o Show, “The Best in
Everyone.® itallcame together on 7
July, when the Moss Side Stories
Exhibition at MMU's Link Gallery
opened to the public. We hope this is
only the beginning of an enduring
partnership between Manchester
Academy and Manchester

Metropolitan University.

Full versions of many of these

stories will be published in MMU's
next All Write! Anthology and some of
the students’ work can be found at:

www.moss-side-stories.mmu.ac.uk

This musical was sad, clever and
witty but above all, it sent a very clear
message: with hard work and a lot of
guts things can get done; things can
change.

The musical ended with a wonderful
performance of Abba's ‘| Have a
Dream’ and this time the stuff of
dreams really did come true. The
performance was professional and
slick. It hit hard and the audience was
literally, as Sir Elton John's song goes
‘still standing’ as the final lights went
down. This may have been in Moss
Side but it was truly West End
matenal

Shamyra Abbot the leading lady said
“This is the first time I've ever been
involved in something so big. It’s like
a dream, | feel like a real actress” and
the rest of the cast shout back "You
are!”




The show must go on... cademy anthem is

a smash hit!

Even though the school show is over
for another year, the talent just keeps
on coming. Another talent show is
already in rehearsals and students
have proven in the first rounds of
auditions for ‘Academy’s Got Talent’
that they really know how to put the 'A’
into artistic. Yes, to prove that the
show must go on, over sixty students
have taken to the stage, performing a
huge variety of singing, dancing,
beat-boxing, dramatic and comic
numbers. The judges have been
completely blown away by the
standard of performance. “| tell you
what, Simon Cowell's selection of
wannabe's would be left behind the
scenes compared to this exceptional
bunch!” gleamed Miss Beckett, the
head judge.

Another chance for our students to
show off their incredible talent comes
with the ‘Academy Anthem'. That's
right, Ms Bonner has been busily
penning the anthem and is currently
auditioning performers, who will go
into our recording studios in the next
couple of weeks. The anthem idea
has been a smash hit with our
students and with the way things are
going, it could even challenge
‘Jedward’ for the Christmas Number
One spot!

The judges will now have the
arduous task of

. narrowing down the
£ _ competitors to

e : 3 8. twelve lucky
N A = finalists,
\ " who will perform in
- ™| the live final of

‘Academy's Got

Talent’' in December.
Watch this space to
find out who gets to step
B8 into the spotlight!

» A legacy
tapestry is worth
a thousand words

For budding art and textiles students,
Ms Roberts is working on a 'legacy’
tapestry. The design brief is to create
a tapestry, which truly represents the
spirit of Manchester Academy and our
local community, with no need for
words or explanations. Look out for
progress updates on the website
www.manchester-academy.org







